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Jerry DeWi tt
ol tds All About Being
HearthisEx-Evangel i cal Pastords Rousing

Sacramento February 3 details here

Tuesday February 3, 6:30 pm
Reason Center, 1824 Tribute Rd,
Suite A ..Map here

Stockton Feb. 7 6:00 PM details he

Jerry DeWitt is a former evangelice
pastor whofirst experienced doubts
about his religious beliefs when

he contemplated the idea of helHe
later found himself unable to pray
for God's help when a congregant
told him of her injured brotherHe
preached for the last time in April 2011 after years ofime evangelism.

After being outed, he lost his secular job
and his wife. Jerry is the first member of
The Clergy Project to drop his anonymi-
ty and freely speak about the Project,
whichhelps pastors who no longer be-
lieve in the supernatural learn new
trades and move forward in life.

In 2011 and 2012, he served as the ex-
ecutive director ofRecovering from Re-
ligion,a group which helps people find
their way after a loss of faith.

DeWitt has written a book based on his
career and experiences entitlddope
After FaithYou canorder a copy here
which I'm sure he'll happily sign for you.
His message to others who are coming out as atheist to friends and relatives

S

that it's all about being yourself. Being yourself, as he will elaborate, is what myat-

ters in the end. Let him tell you for himself, in his exbe-preacher energetic
fashiori but without the guilt, and with all the fun of a real down home lively
tent meeting! Free. Open to the Public. Bring others!

&
Jerry DeWittds appearance i s Reaszx—g“)

riesBecome a supporting member of AOF here , to help bring chter
more renowned speakers to Sacramento. Support the Reason Cen-
ter, a hall for freethought groups to use, at tlikeason Center supporter's link . Thank you!

Sp
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Faceboolse&rct for 6Sacramento Area C
0Li ked the Sac CoR Facebook page, wher
facebook 'm!b hur_nor, insights and tools for every person of reason. Sign up to keep informed!
= (Click Here)or go to http://www.facebook.com/pages/SacrameAtea
Coalition-of-Reason/376151155788191
/;Q Page 2 Sacramento Reason
OAsk The Soci al I . Q. Ladyo
The_PaSS|on~ofthe Q: My cousin says he is a Christiar k
Chrish Noam tend church, read the bible or anything like that but he still clings to the |deology
E_xod~us.Godsand He wi || someti mes ask me if it bothers
Kingd The Ten Com} spond?
mandmenfs The Las '
Temptation of A: Next time your cousin brings up his worries about you going to hell, validatg his
Chrisi God6s Nwancerns with a othank you for wornyir
Deadi The Rolie because you love me and would hate to see me live a life in eternal damnation. |
HeavenisForRe@al | appreci ate your concerns. o0 Assure Him
Son of GadlLeftBe-l does not bother you because you dorndt
hindi King of Kings | that you are welcome to explore any new information that might prove Hell dogs
The Nativity Stdry exist.
The?IOOdOfJeBUS Religion instills fear in people tHhat
Je~sushThe Prophe- services. Your cousin has given up going to church, but might be having troubje
(r:ny1T~eT'Ir']eséa- |l etting go of his fears. I say fears ¢«
ents de ~reat he talks about a hell. Start a conversation about heaven and hell and find out yhat
CK:%E;T;%? oTSnéta\ﬂen his true beliefs are. M_ost Christian religi_ons maintain the belief in a hgaven ang a
Believe Me heII_. However, according to a poI_I done |n_May_2013 by the Truc_a Life in God Fpun-
Persecutédson of dation (TLIG), only 62% of Americans believe in heaven and think they are gojng
God The Bibe ther_e a_nd only 44% belu_ave in an a_ctual _heII. It could t_Je that perhaps your cousin is
Unstobpabie M beginning to question this part of his bellgf system. | find that those beginning o
PP Yy guestion their beliefs often turn tlo e
Yearas an Ath.mSt be his friend. Listen and respond with compassion and kindness.
The Cros$s Saving
Godi Exorcist ... Andrea Griffith is a Social Intelligence expert. Learn what to say and do to get the results you vant
Just look at all the
religious moviesthay How To Get Mor e PtAWe I THEML eader]s
were arguably hilari-
ous because they Patreon! Become a patron of a freethinking leader so they can quit their day jpb
were trying to act and work full time doing what theypre
lalcl)ng c?)mets 2 ria)I/Iy) 'séth Arnaere%vls. The ¥h‘|anlt<inq Atheist
: Matt Dillahunty, The Atheist Experience
silly raunchy B mov:-
e that db Jaclyn.Glenn, YouTuber with younger audience _
try to pr %arrel“ﬂ?a .autlﬁog§lexé{ God and Secular Se_:xualltv podcast _
: " HETMaAnt Mehta oThe Friendly Atheistp
real in any sense, and David Smalley, Dogma Debate
I tth@ movie that !
gets pulled from ltds about time we got on board to|] gi:!
3,000 theaters? $5/month? GoodPatreon.com
REALLY?



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Sacramento-Area-Coalition-of-Reason/376151155788191
http://www.patreon.com/sethandrews
http://www.patreon.com/AtheistDebates
http://www.patreon.com/Jaclyn
http://www.patreon.com/darrelray
http://www.patreon.com/Hemant
http://www.patreon.com/dogmadebate
http://www.patreon.com

Ancient Christian Study Group - Jan. 18, at Noon _

28 Shine Cafe, 1400 E $iap here For atheists who want to know the foundations of Chris-

== tianity better than Christians do. Previous biblical knowledge is not required to participate.
= Review the history of Rome, religions of the Roman empire, Gnosticism, Mystery cults, his-
tory of Christian persecutions, biographies of major Christians, the history of the Bible and
many other related topics. Everyone welcome.
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At hei st Giving the I nvocation at Chilco
Letds carpool to Chico to support our fellow ac
help from Freedom From Religion Foundation, to finally be able to give an official atheist invocatiorn} be-
fore the City Council meeting. Here i s a megsadg

heard, we have been invited to deliver secular invocations to the Chico City Council, three times dyr-
ing 2015. The first invocation is scheduled for January 6, 2015. Based upon the Pew research study of
2012, there are approximately 17,000 people in the City of Chico living secular lives.

oltdés i mportant that we show the City Counci]l t
participates in the fabric of the city. The first invocation is scheduled for January 6, 2015. PLEASE jmake
this your first 2015 entry in whatever you use for a calendar, electronic, paper, on the fridge, and Igt
our elected officials know that we are here and that we care. Show up at the City Council chamber$ on
January 6, 2015, 6pm. 6

Map here

Details here

Freethought Dinner Socials A January 3 in Roseville MOOJ
(detailg, January 17 in Sacramentte{aily

Café Discussionsfi January 3detail9, January 10dgtaily, January 17detaily, January

24 (detail9, January 31dgtaily
Happy Hour & January 7detaild

Brunch and Atheism inTurlock A January 10detail9, Jan. 25detail9
Vegan Heathens fi January 11detail9

Because Wedre AIlI About

Finally Friday Dinner and Karaoke i January 30detail9
Dinner, Wine and Art Hop in Lodi i February 6 details)

Blasphemy Brunches fi January 18 in Rosevillggtailg, Arden/Arcade dletail9, Dixon/
Vacavailledetailg
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Some popul ar O6Meet, Eat n ri nko ress

Jan 10 10:00 am Brunch and Atheism, Panera Bread, 10718 Trinity Pkwy, Stbtkidmere
Jan 11 3:00 pm Coffee Church: Vespers, Panera Bread, 2731 Del Pasd/Bpdttre

Jan 18 9: 30 am Bl asphemy BrMaplkefeast , Mel 6s D
Jan 18 11: 00 am Bl asphemyM&haiench, Mel ds Di ne

Sacramento Reason

Comi ng Odyt oriana Morrison

COMING
You mean | can have kinky sex now? You mean | ca ouTt
have a drink now? Wear shorts and a tank top? Watq |((@®

. an Rrated movie? And not go to hell?! Hallelujah!! |

E g o :jcgnqmally stop feeling guilty for being a human being
3y who snuck in all those things at some point anywday
Sunday ! in secret, of course!
Happy, welfed | don't know about you, but my parents are dedicated, conservative Christiangs
heathens! Every who raised me to be just like them (I know, what happened®vays feared

3rd Sunday of the disappointing them by just being a normal human.
month, sit down

to brunch with us. The problem is, | still do fear disappointing them for just being a normal hu-
Everyone is wel- man, even after coming out atheist] I
come! No topics, ing out that | enjoy a glass wine in the evening, enjoy good sex with my hus-

just have funSee band, watctGame of Thrones, basically anlyth
the calendafor of their religiond all thisdespite their knowing | am an atheist.

all locations.

I've come out to them thatl've rejected their god, but rejecting their mor-
alideals is another whole thing. Even though | am still loving and kind, and fgr
more accepting than thefaith would havene be, it &6s going t
t el |l t he mholdtharmordls sacedy that | form my own now.

Book Clubs

Everyone welcome
The process of coming out can take a lifetime agoesn'tjust end whenyou

Sacramento say you dondét believe in your famif| yso
Jan 19, 6:30 pm own morality, and coming out to family that you now set your own morals. It
Reason Center extends to realizing you can have that wine or skimpy tank top if you want,

1824 Tribute Rd, without guilt or fear, or thought |giyv
Suite A a second time.

Details here.

Sacramento |l ntroducing the Politics and Phi

Daddés Kitgphen _ . _ _
March 8, 11:00 am Have you looked into the Sacramento Politics and Philosophy GrGhpek it

2968 Freeport Bl out here. The intent of this group is that people who are interested in discuss
Details here. ing politics and philosophy can meet periodically, on either weekends or week-
day evenings so that people who have day jobs can attend. We will probably
Ceres, Jan 6, 7pm meet in some public place, such as a coffee shop or bar, introduce ourselves
1st Tues each mo. and discuss the issues of the day along with more abstract philosophical topigs.
Details here. Join us! Everyone is welcome.
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Why not wear an atheist pendant?

Ever see anyone in a store, at work, or some meeting who wears a cross around their neck,
or a shirt with a religious symbol ? Why nc
perstitions? Some of the symbols are quite tastefully desigmgdEvolvefish.com.

Upcoming Events Volume IlI, Issue 1 Issue Theme: What Can | Do? Page 5
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18 Blasphemy Break] Sunday Assembly

fast, Rocklin January 18, 10:00 amii 12:15 pm
18 Blasphemy Sunday Assembly at the Reason Center

Brunch Dixon/Vacavl| 1824 Tribute Road Suite AacramentoCA Map here Details here
18 Blasphemy
Brunch ArdenArcade
18 Coffee Klatch,
Modesto

18 Sunday Assembly
18 Ancient Christian | Smoup (Small Group): Secular Parenting. -
Study Group Jan. 4, 10 AM, Ashton Pairlldap here Reasa"eﬁn
19 BHNBS Booth at | See Smoup details here. Center

M L King Expo
19 Book Club . , . .
21 Recoveringfrom | © What You Can Dobo Li st by Chrji s

The Sunday Assembly is a secular congregation that celebrates life.

Our event-- on the third Sunday in Januaryjis 75 minutes of music from a live
band (80s and 90s pop hits), inspirational tgtketry and art, donuts and coffee,
and more, followed by an optional potluck. Everyone welcome!

Religion Great article by Hitchens explaining 15 (16?) ways atheists can stand up for rgtion-

23 Game Night. Lodi] )ity Below is paraphrased only, so be sure to raidoriginal words.
23 Sacramento

Skepticsinthe Pub | 1. When ot hers ask to 0Say Graceod6, elxpl
24 Café Discussion | 2. Dismiss the false aura of sanditypiscuss religion, right out loud.
25 Brunch and Athe-| 3. Share the delights of being atheist with others.
ism. Turlock 4. Share your purpose in life, as an atheist.
25 Tim Minchin in SF| 5. Talk about your morality, where it comes from, what it is.
30 Finally Frida 6. Stand up for the wonder of creation in all its forms, straight up.
Dinner Karaoke 7. Call out Creationism as more irrational and unbelievable than natural way{.
31 Café Discussion | 8 Respond with common sense when sojmeo
Feb 3 Jerry DeWitt 9. Laugh at Pascal s Wager, be ready] wi
Feb 3 Book Club in | 10.The real comfort comes from sekliance, not false hope as if a good vodka,
Ceres 10. Fear and feeblemindedness will not suddenly come to us in tragedy. Do npt
Feb 4 Welcome tell us we will once again be fooled in time of calamity or when facing death.
New Members 11. No one may make assertions without expecting objections from thinking fglk.
12. Jesus, according to the storieg, v

Save The Date erlasting fire.éo

. 13. Candt prove there is no god? What
Feb?M 14. Consider the owell, i1itbdés true or
in Stockion 15. Told not to take the full bibl | i
Mar 4 Dogma De- l'y revealed truth then itds left t e ¢
bate in Sac

guide as to how to do so, and thereby worthless.
May 14 Seth An-

drews o0Thd HTm®i mKitng!l e ends with, OArm your
At heistoé ildi 90 and go forth. We will all
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oWhat You Can Do to Fight the Woo060

Talk from TAM 2014 uploaded by James Randi Foundation. Learn how YOU can DO something im-
portant. Check out this workshop from TAM 2014 with Robert Blaskiewicz, Susan Gerbic and Kirill
Al f er o v .Watch the fuél 1/2 hour talk at this link.

Sacramento Reason

Little ActBy WULSyMSai nt

\ , At the FFRF Conference a lady seeing eshirts in
an elevator asked what atheists would talk about
mentioned the paleontologist who discovered Lu

AN A was there. She ran away as soon as the door
AN AMERICAN opened at the 3 floor.
ATHEIST

|l only had that one sentence. How di d
a gamed how fast can you think on your feet when asked about atheism?

Typically the question is, OWhy arfe vy
who can hit the buzzer first: you being able to get out a meaningful sentence jor
them being able to escape. Ready go!

Listen to our own
local atheist radio

showat this link.

Tom talks to the This is referred to as your Oel evagjfor

Legislative Chair on an elevator, how would you answer that question? Once you come up witlp

for the Secular Co-| your answer, practice it, so you dpno

dition of Cdlifornia | g jt because you were raised without superstition? Is it because you had endugh

Tom Manger on from pushy believers? Is it because you studied other religions, or actually repd

atheist politicalrep-| t he pible? Is it because you prefef e

resentation in course. Find yours.

America and _ : . :

abroad, and what Then phr ase it so it invites 't he I, st

can be done to try, o_I f,ound an i nteresting boo_ko _ I

help.Podcast here about i to, try, 0Ol spent time t hi nkin
——— | canrelate to, they might hang onto your words. After all, if they asked the qués-

Noah Lugeons tion, theyodre ready to |isten.

hostsThe Scathing | You might be a role model and not even know it. Once they get off at the lingp-

Atheist, a straight rie floor, theyodre gone.

to-the-point, ex- Get your sentence ready, then practice it. You never know when someone mjght

plicit language give you that important 10 seconds.

bearing show by

atheists for athe- . . .

ists. Tom inter- Recovering From Religion

=
I

views Noah to ex- | | stjll having problems leaving or recovering from your previous religious expe
plore the appeal of | | ences, friends and family, or dealing with aéifects? Or want to help others

this partlcular_ with these difficult transitions to normalcy? Open to everyone. Come join us.
brand of atheism.

Sunday, January 11, 5 pm Details here.
Podcast here y y o p :

Wednesday, January 21, 6ipr8 pm Details here.

. o
Eodcasts available Reason Center, 1824 Tribute Rd, Suite A, Sacramento Re%s*fn
in MP3 or OGG. enter



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBAXrc5g_1I&feature=em-subs_digest
http://www.meetup.com/SacFAN/events/219390850/
http://www.meetup.com/SacFAN/events/219390853/
http://anamericanatheist.org/
http://states.secular.org/states/california
http://states.secular.org/states/california
http://anamericanatheist.org/
http://scathingatheist.com/
http://scathingatheist.com/
http://anamericanatheist.org/

Game

Ni ght s

Atheists and theists are all welcome. Bring a friend, roommate or honeypie. Chatting, eating, playing,
laughing. Sound good? Several to choose from. Be sure to check the calendar for updates.

Sacramento Jan. 17 at 6:00 pmLodi Jan. 23 at 6:00 prar Salida Jan. 9 at 7:00 pm

New Members
Meetup & Coffee

Jan.7, 6:30 PM
Coffee Garden
2904 Franklin Blvd

Map here.

For new and current
members of
SacFAN. A casual
event with a quick
overview of the
group and plenty of
time to just hang out
and get to know
each other.

-What SacFAN is
-Recent news and
announcements
-Other local, related
groups of interest
-Upcoming Events

Everyone is invited
to continue to stay
as long as you like.
Buy some great

drinks and snacks,
and make some new
friends! $1 donation.

Details here.
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Fami | ) ﬁﬂ Miendsey Campl

My daughter, Roxanne, just returned from a
weekend with Grandma,
a boat that carried every animal in the whole
world. This always makes me mad.

So, what can | do?

The first thing is stop and recognize that my anger

is centered in a deep fear that someone will squirm into that malleable little m
and plant the God Virus there. Then | let go of the anger so | can think clearl

nd

S t

When | see religious people hover around their children, screening what they [see,

hear, and say, | get the impression of a deep insecurity on the part of the pargnts.

They cannot allow anything to challenge their own beliefs, because they are thught

as youngsters to never admit being wrong. Ever. So, fear of being wrong is p
to their children rather than critical thinking skills.

Understanding this was, for me, an important step in letting go of my anger.
Young children do not yet have all the logical thinking skills necessary to do cfiti-

ssed

cal thinking. They are not yet capable of analyzing this information. But eventgially,

their frontal lobes mature, and they will make their own choices no matter what
we tell them. (IF we give them the tools of skepticism and critical thinking.)
So my advice on this matter is to allow them to be wrong! | know, weird, right
Let them go through the process oéalizing, admitting errandchangingheir

own beliefs, using the thinking skills you teach them.

Being OK with being wrong is something that indoctrination does not teach; if
you |l earn that youdre never wrong,
ments. Let them use the tools
pass this to your grandchildren someday.

Have a Story? Write Your Own

00
You have stories in you. Write them. Maybe your biography, maybe a book fTr

young atheists, whatever sounds fun. You can write it yourself, yes you can!

0The best tool to add Cabbreytcanvertstilesdol
PDF, ePub and other file types that work well on ereaders. Just save a copy pf
your book to TXT or ODT and then convert in Calibre. Upload to it a site

like ePubBudr UploadNSelif you want to go it alone, or post it right to Ama-
zon if you want that exposure. Be careful, thouighAmazon takes a chunk of
your sales. Set your price lower than you would a print cépyprobably as low
as half or less. People are more likely to take a risk on your book if the price
isn't too high. o (from USA Today)

youdye

be


https://maps.google.com/maps?q=2904+Franklin+Blvd,+Sacramento,+CA+&hl=en&sll=38.584153,-121.485419&sspn=0.007716,0.016512&t=h&hnear=2904+Franklin+Blvd,+Sacramento,+California+95818&z=17
http://www.meetup.com/SacFAN/events/132095182/
http://www.meetup.com/SacFAN/events/219523219/
http://www.meetup.com/Stockton-Atheist/events/145553712/
http://www.meetup.com/Stockton-Atheist/events/212228832/
http://calibre-ebook.com/
http://www.epubbud.com/
http://uploadnsell.com/
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Name

Agnostic & Atheist Student
Association (AgASA)

Americans United for Sep of

(AOF)

Brights Action

FACTS Church

tion

Humanist Association of the
Greater Sac Area (HAGSA)

Sacramento Area Coalition of
Reason

Sac Area Skeptics (SAS)

Sac City Freethinkers

Nonbelievers (SacFAN)

Sac Organization for Rational
Thinking (SORT)

Sac Think Atheist

Secular Student Alliance @
Sacramento State University
(Csus)

Stanislaus Humanists

Stockton Area Atheists and
Freethinkers (SAAF)

Emphasis

UC Davis student group
Socialize with likeninded students.

Promotes individual activism, confronts viola-

Church and State (Sac Chapterjions

Atheists and Other Freethinker€Events both social and presented, for growth

and fun.

Translate our naturalistic worldviews into con-
structive actions for school/library/media

Churchtlike hymns, rituals, all the trappings in
secular form.

Greater Sacramento Chapter ofProtecting the constitutional principle of sepa-
Freedom From Religion Foundaation of state and church.

Humanist events, speakers, focus is on doing
good.

Directing the community to the
various groups of reason.

Promotion of skeptical thinking, awareness of
reality, logical skills.

Sac City College student group.
Meet, question, promote, unite.

Sac Freethinkers, Atheists and Meetup for variety of fun, learning, singing,

projects, games, activism.

Discussions of rational thinking and science
over mysticism and antationalism.

Events, podcast, and forum to fight aatheism
and gain tools.

Secular Coalition for California Train to engage media and lobby state politi-

cians. Activist resource.

CSUS student group to socialize and promote
freethought.

Sierra College Student Alliance Sierra College student and faculty group for

non-belief in religion.

Book groups, discussions, game nights,
theatrical movies, karaoke, dancing.

Meetup events and philanthropy, from Galt to
Modesto.

Local Groups to Visit or Join

Visit the Reason Center for more friendly information about our freethinking community and evéési Tribute Rd, Suite A

Y

Tax
Ded
Y
Y National
only
Y N
Y I nte
only
Y N
Y N
Y Y
N Y
Y Y
Y
N Y
N N
N
N Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Website
F 3l al m
Rl A adg 2 NRLIN
ezl Od2 NH

| 2F2yEAYySod2

"tHedbtights.net/

Tl Ol aOKdzNDK

dlF OP0NF @2 NH
KI3al o2 NH

{FONI YSyiG2/

http://www.meetup.com/
sacskeptics/

| OOAG&FNEBS
NB @6 2 NR LINS
{I OC! b®2 NH

U | ¢

SOdz | NA { dzR

A S NNJ

Q¢ Q)¢

www. StanislausHumanists.
org, Meetup

{G201dGdz2y! ! C

&
Q)¢

INH

® O 2

2 W q

[N =N
8 o
x <

[«=p
¢

I £ A
2 NE

OQaddzal 42 g 2 NJR LIN

Sy

® 2 N



https://www.google.com/maps/place/1824+Tribute+Rd/@38.5995799,-121.4435124,17z/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/DavisAgASA/
http://www.agasadavis.wordpress.com/
http://www.agasadavis.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/americansunited
https://www.facebook.com/americansunited
http://www.au-sac.org/
http://www.aofonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheBrightsNet
https://www.facebook.com/TheBrightsNet
http://www.the-brights.net/
http://www.factschurch.com/
http://www.sac.ffrf.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sachumanists/
http://www.hagsa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sacramento-Area-Coalition-of-Reason/376151155788191
http://www.sacramentocor.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sacskeptics
http://www.meetup.com/sacskeptics/
http://www.meetup.com/sacskeptics/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/saccityfreethinkers/
http://www.saccityfreethinkers.wordpress.com/
http://www.saccityfreethinkers.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SacFAN/
http://www.sacfan.org/
http://www.home.comcast.net/~kitray2/site/?/home
http://www.home.comcast.net/~kitray2/site/?/home
http://www.thinkatheist.com/group/sacramentocalifatheists
http://www.thinkatheist.com/group/sacramentocalifatheists
http://www.thinkatheist.com/group/sacramentocalifatheists
https://www.facebook.com/secularCA
http://www.ca.secular.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/secularstudentalliance/
http://www.csusaso.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/freethoughtsierra
http://www.secularstudents.org/sierra
http://www.secularstudents.org/sierra
http://www.facebook.com/groups/humanisthall
http://www.stanislaushumanists.org/
http://www.stanislaushumanists.org/
http://www.Meetup.com/Stanislaus-Humanists
https://www.facebook.com/StocktonAtheists
http://www.stocktonaaf.org/

Live around Stanislaus County? Ceres, Turlock, Modesto, Manteca, Merced

You have a very active Meetup group called Stanislaus Humanists. @eeithealendar here.

Skeptics
in the

Pub

Skeptics in the
Pub -
Two Locations

Sacramento

Sac Skeptics in the
Pub

Fri Jan. 23, 6:30p
Hoppy Brewing Co
6300 Folsom Blvd

Map here
Details here

Stockton

Drinking Skeptically
Fri Jan. 16, 6:3D1p
Valley Brewing Co.
157 W Adams St
Stockton, CA
Restaurant and bar
just off the Miracle
Mile. Join in!

Map here
Details here
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By Sara Lone
So, youdre a young secul'S ou
and proud. What can you do? §
I KNOW youdve heard of é Tw
gr am, Fr i gii é&lhobtheBeisocial enedéa Sit
can be the perfect outlet for your secular promotions
and activities. First of all, youdre
SHARE i1it! You may think you candt nmak
just |l i ke you are asking the same dque
with those existential meanirgf-life concerns, and YOU can be the shining starjto
guide them on their journey to destlin
you how to think critically about things we hear stuff and spit it back up on
tests, but there seems to be no ti e
Now, imagine if you were someone growing up with intolerant parents who dep-
pise owhymtgaestwoahdnodt really proimot
mindset. Basically: we need more critical thinkers in the world. Do you think Ggn-
dalf would have gotten anywhere if |he
a wizard! And really cool, to boot. If everyone had been like Gandalf, a critical
thinker AND a good person, the world would be a much better place. Except vye
probably woul dndét have the Hobbit (r
Anywho, the point is: use those social media skills to reach out to your friends
not only to bring them out of the dark (kinda like Gandalf), but also to let the
worl d know that youdre proud of vy-odr
belief! You know why? Cuz the haterns
gonna be you you you you you!
Contact Sara ainder30@sacramentoreason.dfgnder3onones
Bri giHosi day Recovery at Limel igh
Wednesday, January 7, 5:00 PM
The Limelight
1014 Alhambra BlvdgacramentoCA (map
Join The Brights for an evening drink and comradery while we do something fpr
the community! We still have work to do on our Little Ferret Library project.
We are still collecting books, and talking to schools. In addition, our Freethinkprs
Through History Project is ongoinijVe also welcome other ideas for small, locdl
projects that can be done by a small group of dedicated individuals. Everyongq is
welcome. Details here.

€


mailto:Under30@sacramentoreason.org.?subject=Re%20Under%2030%20Column
http://www.stanislaushumanists.org/calendar.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hoppy+Brewing+Company/@38.554679,-121.429763,873m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x809ada9199a962cf:0x3acd2aca7e5a6d54
http://www.meetup.com/sacskeptics/events/219450431/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/157+W.+Adams+Street,+Stockton,+CA/@37.9895649,-121.3198485,14081m/data=!3m1!1e3
http://www.meetup.com/Stockton-Atheist/events/219058629/
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=1014+Alhambra+Blvd%2C+Sacramento%2C+CA%2C+95816%2C+us
http://www.meetup.com/Brights-Action-Sacramento/events/219293968/

+.
Reas:n
Center
Support

Sacramentad

Reason Center

l'tds all
Consider supporting

Sacramentd

son Center with a
monthly donation,
whichever free-
thought group you
belong to.

The Center needs
regular monthly
backing from each of
us to succeed. Even

$5/monthis good.

You may have seen
recent speakers
such as Matt Dilla-
hunty, or you may
have been at the
Center to organize a
new group in the
area. Or, you might
find yourself coming
to the Reason Cen-
ter for just about
anything, but with-
out lotsof monthly
donors, we cannot
keep a great facility
like this operating.
See what you can do
to help.

Set up a monthly
donation here.

u

Tim MinchLeatdea G6& Toget her !
For car pooling, dinner details, anc
rierd, | eave yoSaaFANclioknim@OhD QUToMm t hi s
Sacramento Reason
Let Businesses Know Theyore Nt
Have you ever received a religious greetingg f
written to such a company over the | ast hdlid
é:gmpany responded that they wild.l next year ch:
AWhile you own your own business, and canjdo
would Iike to be heard, even iif briefly
F%Wﬁiol eu? knnoov\yv'you mean well, with wishes df p
exactly why we stopped using our previous | |ser:
@8 dvea@ahe same again. We |ike what you offler,
AHowever, many of your customers, |ike us,|] ar
camel travel ers, mention of God, identi fyilng
many of wus with a sense of not being incl Jded
ally go that far. I know those who do, thqugh
qguite patient and understanding
APl ease simply try in the future to include al
and kindness for wus. Di spl ayi ng éChYroius thiaavne | ruenf-
knowingly made us O6outsidersodoé Please reallize
Chri otriiemted has raised concerns for wus, our
profits
AThank you for the nevslagtttedr ,i nared tfi orn sy o dpars K i
hope our family can feel included next yedr, a
your personal vV theavese do n srseauleisgi dusinycour age Jou
fits of c¢clear thinking, and the value of depal
one
AAs you didn't intend to offend me, | alsdq do
time and consideration. o The difference mgde
ence nonethel ess Donét be afraid. Speaki g uj
' The Starfish: Making a Difference
‘, An old man walked along a shore littered with
b thousands of starfish, beached
and dying after a storm. |
4 young girl was picking them up and flinging themg
back into the ocean. "Why do you bother?"
the old man asked. "You're not saving enough to
inake a difference.” The young girl picked up anothe
starfish, sent it spinning back to the water and said,
"It made a difference to that one."


http://www.reasoncenter.org/p/donate.html
http://www.reasoncenter.org/p/donate.html
http://www.reasoncenter.org/p/donate.html
http://www.meetup.com/SacFAN/events/219045434/
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Juvenile Hall syUpd@ddagt®aint

A few of the girls challenged me to prove evolution right in front of them. One because her mother i
sists it is evil. The other because she loves to display a healthy dose of skepticism every chance sh
now that |1 dve praised her for her natural te
tion, and that atheists and scienti st $iyaknem d
the usual. But, as the mood became elevated about this one issue | just stopped, sighed, looked str
our wonderful skeptic, and asked with quiet
got quiet as | | et the question hang a minut
going to hell .6 | paused to |l ook around at e
you names. 6 They know too well the names | m

b gets
nde
1 t
hight at
res
e . |
A c h
ean

honesty sink in a minute, | firmly st hateedat o pnd

They were all fixed on me. You could feel the tension as they awaited my next words. In that mome
class got real.

0 a very serious thing wedre doing out at
nce. Wedre equipping girls to think, reaso

t S
i c
hem thatodos perfectly fine. Wedre possibly t

I
v
t

N,

Ju
n a
h e

ment on them, not yelling at them, not insisting we have the only truth, telling them how awful they gre.

There was no chance to get to the
anot her . Most had been in this cl a
el seds questions this time. Even t
tions, no attitude at all . Officer

topic 10dd
ss before,
he one who
Webb says

Eight of us will lead these classes. Once all 8 of us have our ID Badges we can possibly open up a
thinkers Class in the other girldés wunit, as
any juvenile hall anywhere before. (Church folks, of course, visit each unit several times a week.)

What | need right now are lower level books. If any of you could look overBoeks Behind Bars Wish
Liston Amazo sort by Priority) 1 6d really |l ove to
from this wish list, they are delivered directly to my house, then | take them out there. They have no

ternet, no phones, no way to look anything up, other than the 65 books on their small library shelf, of

which 43 are bibles. The books | bring are |
them out to take to their cells. One girl secretly took one home when she was released. | love that.

Thanks to all of you for caring about this program.

F_O,. mPN T SACR AT To BEE @70V R

It always seems
imp@ssible

» . )
until it's dgyne.
~Nelson Mandela i ‘ - ®
1918-2013
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/TUVEFAOUBHXY/ref=cm_sw_su_w?&tag=aoon0a-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/TUVEFAOUBHXY/ref=cm_sw_su_w?&tag=aoon0a-20
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Li sten BYypdieo Kocol

The venues for getting out thigeethought message are many, among them
the written word in poetic form. My poem TALK TALK was originally pub-
lished in the newsletteof the Freethought Society of Philadelphia. There
are also some mainstream poetry journals that print all aspects of religion.
Your freethought poetry can be publishedEtoguent AtheistMobius or
AtheistEmpire t o name just a few places. I tds somelt hi

ForgettingoBf®mdron Asbury

Welcome to the new year.

Isn't it amazing that it's 2015 and the world still feels on the brink

slipping back into the dark ages? So many people face ridicule, d
crimination, or even death just for holding a certain belief (or no b
liefs at all). Only a handful of countries on this planet are open an
equally accepting of atheists and freethinkers. There are twice as
many that are just as open about their hate for those who do not

believe, and have death penalties for such "offensive" behavior. A
god belief is paramount to all other human endeavors for a majority of the world, and we are all suf;
fering for it. There's no reason we have to just sit around and accept it though...

We may not all be in government, or have tons of money, but we can still contribute to the freethinkt
ing community. Some of the best ways to be involved, for me, were communications and assistance.
Writing this column, entries on my blog, or comments in a thread on Facebook are ways to bring in{
sight and information to others. Talking about or reposting news stories of pain and suffering brought
on by religious fanaticism forces those who know and listen to me to face the realities of divine morgl-
ity, and hopefully question their adherence to it. Donating to groups who support the well-being of
those less fortunate, or fight for equality among all people, helps to further causes | feel strongly abput.
The point, for me, is to do what | can with what | have. Even if that entails this collection of 300 wor§ls
and supportive discussions with other atheists over breakfast once a month. Every little bit we do cgn
help to make the world a better, more accepting place for everyone... no god required.

v

Aaron writes a blog of the same title, musing on his life aftemgadicagettinggod.com



http://www.eloquentatheist.com/
http://www.mobiuspoetry.com/
http://atheistempire.com/writings/poetry.html
http://www.forgettinggod.com/

