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Upcoming Events                          
 Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup

Saturday, March 11, 2017, 9am – 11am

In July 1995, Sac-area freethinkers "adopted" two miles of Highway 99, from Elkhorn Boulevard
to Elverta Road. The stretch is all our own to tend and care for. We have worked hard to keep it
clean of litter and debris, and received recognition for it. In fact, it is one of our more successful
civic efforts. It shows that freethinkers can also serve the community.
So this time join us! Enjoy a morning commune with nature, and do a deed for the environment
and area wildlife. Trash that we collect would otherwise lead to a slow death for many creatures.
As usual, the activity captain will provide all safety equipment, including comfortable, natty hardhats and gloves, stylish safety vests, collection bags, and handy trash pickers. The clean-up
takes a scant two hours. Please dress for the season. Perhaps bring a backpack or fanny-pack to
carry 3 or 4 trash bags.
Location: CalTrans Park-&-Ride lot, W. Elkhorn Blvd (see map at https://goo.gl/maps/tYdW8mBbZc12).
(Travel north from Sacramento on I-5, past the Sleeptrain Arena. Take the "Highway 99 - Yuba City, Marysville" exit. Exit
at Elkhorn Boulevard less than a mile north. Turn left, cross the overpass, and the park-&-ride lot will be on your left.)
Contact: 916-447-2169 (Don Knutson), or see the AOF Contact Page (http://www.aofonline.org/contact.html).

 Board of Directors Meeting

Tuesday, March 14, 2017, 7pm – 9pm

An AOF planning meeting for AOF Directors & officers, but open to all interested friends and
members of AOF. You are welcome to join us, meet the Board, and see what we do with
your dues.
Bring your ideas for AOF, your strategies, your suggestions for events and activities -- most
of all, your volunteerism! Helping hands are wonderful.
Location: Reason Center, 1824 Tribute Rd, Suite A, Sacramento. Map: https://goo.gl/iVQL8z.

 Openly Atheist Politicians, Where are They?

Sunday, March 26, 2017, 1pm – 3pm

More and more of us are comfortable enough to come out as nonbelievers,
nonreligious, "unchurched" or whatever. By law of averages, that should
mean more admitted secularists in office. So where are they? Where are all
the atheist politicians? Do they still hide in the closet, do they dance around
the question? If so, why? Let's dissect this in a roundtable discussion.
As everyone says, an honest politician is like a fish on a motor scooter.
Actually they don't say that. Nobody says that.
Join us for this discussion anyway.
Location: Reason Center, 1824 Tribute Rd, Suite A, Sacramento. Map:
https://goo.gl/iVQL8z.

 Save the Date! 9th Flying Spaghetti Monster Party

Sunday, April 16, 2017, 1pm – 4pm

In 2008, AOF and the Humanist Association of the Greater Sacramento Area (HAGSA) joined
hands to host a spaghetti feed. We hoped it would catch on. It did. Soon the Sacramento
Coalition of Reason adopted it, and the tradition continues.
On a national level, the roots go back to a student’s 2005 letter to the Kansas School Board that
was considering teaching Intelligent Design. Today the "FSM" party is an alternative to all those
churchy Easter activities, but continues to poke gentle fun at “ID” Creationists who insist a cosmic
Intelligence simply had to have created this well-designed world. "Pastifarians" say yes, certainly,

the Flying Spaghetti Monster did it in his noodly omniscience. Open your heart to the FSM and It will fill you with rich red
sauce and yummy garlic bread.
The FSM party is a pot-luck, so bring food & beverage to share, but a minuscule door fee ($1, pocket change) will cover
all hall costs & dining supplies. Especially welcome, for obvious reasons: pasta. Celebrate the Grand Designer with 'sketti.
This year the event will include singing, games, pirate cosplay and a pirate costume contest. So wear pirate garb if you
wish (optional) or something piratey. (Piratish, piratesque? Arr, blast this spellchecker anyway!) Pirates are sacred to the
Flying Spaghetti Monster. Why? It is a mystery.
Learn more about the Flying Spaghetti Monster at http://www.venganza.org/about/. Or see photos from the 2014 and
2013 FSM parties.
Location: Reason Center, 1824 Tribute Rd, Suite A, Sacramento. Map: https://goo.gl/iVQL8z.
Contact: Rachael or David, SacramentoCOR@gmail.com or 916-572-7020, especially if you can help with setup!

The Obscure Origins of the Gospels
It’s said that Papias referred in some letters (since lost), written in the first half or middle of the second century, to St.
Mark's "Memoirs of Jesus," which Papias stated were derived from St. Peter, and to some "Sayings of Jesus" written by
St. Matthew in Aramaic, which Papias said that "each one of us has translated as best he could." Papias was Bishop of
Hierapolis, and none of his writings survive except in the form of alleged quotations made by Eusebius about 150 years
later. It should be noted that, even if the testimony of Eusebius is accepted as accurate, these "Memoirs" and these
"Sayings" are first heard of only when at least one hundred years have elapsed after the date assigned to Jesus, and thatassuming the latest possible dates for the deaths of the disciples-no eye-witness of the events related could have been
alive at the time when the first mention of these books was made. It can hardly be claimed that a three-generation-old
tradition is absolutely reliable.
There is no evidence of any kind for any earlier existence of any books resembling the Gospels; so, even if we give full
credit to this second-hand evidence of Eusebius, there was, in the middle of the first half of the second century, no trace
of any gospel story except some short Memoirs, upon which the present Mark was based, and those "Logia" or " Sayings
of Jesus," written in Aramaic, which were afterwards used as the basis of the Greek Matthew.
So the orthodox Christian Hegesippus appears, on the evidence of the Church Father, Eusebius, to have been
unacquainted with any of our Canonical Gospels, or certainly—if he did know of them—not to have regarded them as
authoritative or important, since, although he freely quotes the Apocrypha in support of his doctrines, he does not ever
mention one of our Canonical Gospels- a most extraordinary omission on his part if these Gospels were in existence and
were believed to have been written by the persons whose names they now bear. Unwritten tradition, though 150 years
had elapsed since the events of which he writes were alleged to have taken place, Hegesippus regards as being of the
utmost importance; written stories of very little.
Justin Martyr, writing about 150 A.D., mentions some "Memoirs of the Apostles," but gives no names to show us to which
of the Apostles he is referring. He, too, appears not to have been acquainted with any of our Canonical Gospels.
Taking into consideration these and many other similar facts, most commentators are agreed that our present Gospels
were unknown until the second century was well advanced. A few theologians still maintain that they were first published
at the end of the first century and the beginning of the second; but by far the greater number of critics assign their first
appearance to the period between the years 120 and 150, or still later.
According to the Gospels themselves, the disciples who actually heard the message given were frequently rebuked by
Jesus himself in his lifetime, because they misunderstood the words he uttered; and, even if the gospel story itself is an
absolutely accurate record of events and speeches, these disciples altogether misunderstood the Messianic idea, and
expected the Hebrew prophecies to be fulfilled and the return of Jesus as a King to reign over Israel and all other nations.
When Jesus returned, in the immediate future, to set up this kingdom upon earth, they would—they expected—be his
ministers, great officials governing part of his dominions. And the generation that succeeded the disciples were certainly
mistaken about some matters, notably about this second coming which they so confidently expected in their own lifetime.
How much more liable to error must the authors of these Gospels, written so long after the events they relate, have been!
We are not, however, at present concerned with the possibility of error so much as with the questions of dates and
authorship of these books.

When you donate blood...
Please consider donating blood at the BloodSource, and if you do, use AOF BloodSource ID# 4857.
Numerous BloodSource Donation Centers exist -- find a list at http://www.bloodsource.org/Locations.

AOF gets no perks when members donate, but it saves lives, and is good for public relations. And what could be more
Humanistic than donating blood?

Support the Reason Center
The Reason Center opened in July 2014. Since opening it has hosted well over 200 free though
events, and currently has twelve partner organizations.
Its mission is to support a social and intellectual community for freethinkers, contribute to society
through education and community service, advance the civic understanding and acceptance of
freethinkers, and uphold the separation of religion and government.
But will it continue? Reason Center relies on continued support from members and donors. Please
become a Reason Center member, or even make a one-time donation. Visit the website,
ReasonCenter.org, to see how to do either.

Not a member of Atheists and Other Freethinkers? Please join us!
AOF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit association, FEIN 68-0325762. General Meetings are free and open to the public. Dues &
donations are tax deductible. AOF also hosts civic service projects, dinners, movie outings, parties! To see what awaits
you, visit the website, www.aofonline.org; or contact AOF at our 24/7 voice-mail: 916-447-3589; or write to PO Box
15182, Sacramento, CA 95851-0182.

AOF President: Brad Clark. Vice-president: Mynga Futrell. Editor: Fran Evanisko. And their many little minions.
“The purpose of Atheists and Other Freethinkers (AOF) is to promote the civic understanding of atheism and the acceptance of
atheists in our community. Through educational programs, projects, and publications, AOF will extend secular perspectives,
including the separation of religion and government and the right to think and speak freely on these perspectives.”

